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HARVEY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — ASBESTOS 

490. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Commerce: 

I refer to a recent article concerning Harvey Senior High School and headed “Hazardous asbestos to remain”. In 
that article the member for Murray–Wellington said that he had registered his concern about the asbestos issue 
with the Minister for Education on four occasions and that he had also raised the issue with the Minister for 
Commerce. 

(1) Is the minister satisfied that removing only half the dangerous blue asbestos at Harvey Senior High 
School provides a safe environment for active teenagers? 

(2) What does the minister say in response to the member for Murray–Wellington who has said, and I 
quote, “that there is a real potential for disaster.” 

(3) Given an asbestos removal crew is to be mobilised to remove half the asbestos, and that this can be 
done only during school holidays, why will the minister not have the hazard completely removed once 
and for all? 

(4) Has the minister sought any advice on this issue from his own agency? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Midland for the question. 

As she and all other members in this house know, I lived in Wittenoom Gorge and take the issue of asbestos 
very, very seriously.  

(1) The member for Murray–Wellington has seen me on a number of occasions about the matter of Harvey 
Senior High School and I have made sure that his issues were addressed by my staff.  

(2) My people have said that there is a cost saving to take out more sheets after mobilisation. Indeed, from 
memory, the removal crew was only going to take out 11 sheets of asbestos, but when I made inquiries, 
further checks were made and I think that about 111 sheets were taken out. 

(3) There are some more sheets of asbestos in the veranda, but they are enclosed. I have checked with 
WorkSafe and the advice that I have received is that it is best not to disturb enclosed asbestos. I am 
satisfied that the advice I have received is correct. Asbestos is not dangerous unless it is exposed and 
indeed it has been suggested that work on that could expose more asbestos. I have followed the matter 
through and I am quite comfortable that the department has made the right choice. 

 


